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FORMER NIXA EMPLOYEES INDICTED FOR MAIL FRAUD
SCHEMES TOTALING $756,000

CHARGES ALSO INCLUDE MONEY LAUNDERING,
EMBEZZLEMENT

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — Matt J. Whitworth, Acting United States Attorney for the Western District of
Missouri, announced today that the former street department superintendent for the city of Nixa, Mo., along
with his wife and another former city worker, have been indicted by a federal grand jury for a series of mail
fraud and money laundering schemes totaling more than $756,000.

Larry W. Covington, 49, and his wife, Paula K. Covington, 52, both of Ash Grove, Mo., and David
W. Griggs, 44, of Willard, Mo., were charged in a 51-count indictment returned under seal by a federal grand
jury in Springfield on Thursday, May 14, 2009. That indictment was unsealed and made public today upon the
arrest and initial court appearance of Griggs. The federal indictment replaces a criminal complaint that was
filed against Griggs on April 15, 2009.

“The indictment alleges that these defendants, including city employees who were entrusted with the
public’s tax dollars, violated that trust,” Whitworth said. “Over a period of more than four years, they allegedly
used three dummy corporations to mask a massive embezzlement scheme against the city of Nixa.

“I would like to express my appreciation for the involvement of Christian County Prosecutor Ron Cleek
and the cooperation of Nixa city officials,” Whitworth added. “The investigation of this case initially resulted in
charges being filed against these defendants in state court. As a result of the good working relationship that we
enjoy with the county prosecutor’s office, this case is proceeding in federal court.”

Covington was employed by the city of Nixa from March 6, 2000, to Feb. 23, 2009. He was appointed
to be the superintendent of the street department on May 6, 2004. Griggs was employed as a utility worker in
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